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D LOUDSPEAKER TEST

We do not want to keep you in the dark
any longer: the midrange driver provides
excellent performance. While other
loudspeaker manufacturers give much
thought to the tweeter and/or woofer
configuration to distinguish them from the
crowd, the Audio Physic’s focus is on the
frequencies where the acoustic perception
is the most sensitive. Audio Physic has
revamped its top-class speaker with the
previously introduced “Hyper Holographic
Cone Tweeter", affixed by a thin foam ring,
as well as two bottom-mounted woofers,
fitted with aluminium diaphragms and
provided with a bass reflex port at the
bottom of the cabinet giving them plenty of
room to breathe. The high-performance
components are manufactured by the
aforementioned Scandinavian company
and sent to Audio Physic for the final
touches. After a longer bumn-in period
where each chassis is “pre-treated” before
assembly and without a limiting cross-
over, we put the new Virgo to the test by
playing Munyungo Jackson’s “Colum-
biana“, a highly complex VTL recording.
The musicians perform in a hall

-

Many components of the two-
part crossover are custom-made for Audio
Physic. The one for the higher frequencies
(left) is mounted in the midrange unit.

panelled in cedar wood, adding an
additional tonal glow to the already dense
and spatial soundstage. It did not take us
long to figure out what “Hyper Holographic”
was supposed to mean when the somewhat
cryptic names of the new midrange driver
and tweeter were coined. Thanks to the
exemplary three-dimensional music
reproduction demonstrating a quite unusual
spatial sound distribution in the lower
ranges, the meaning became clear. We at
STEREO have seldomly enjoyed such an
uninhibited and utterly relaxed reproduction
of the track. The sound of the plucked guitar
strings seemed to float in the air, as light
as a feather, and the clarity with which

24 STEREO 10/2007

Audio Physic’s new midrange
driver operates exactly in the
frequency range to which the
ear is most sensitive.

instruments further down the stage were
portrayed lead to a kind of holographic
effect which we have not experienced with
other loudspeakers. Two of my favourite
loudspeakers in this class, the B&W 804 S
with the famous yellow driver, a design by
the British manufacturer which is not
supported in place by a surround, as well as
Dynaudio's Contour S 3.4 also walk the
extra mile when it comes to the midrange
unit. As a two-and-a half way design, the
Dynaudio does not feature a specific mid-
range driver
chassis, and
yet each time |
hear it | am
impressed by
its definition
and neutrality.
Fierce enemies
the both of
them, and so
the Virgo was facing
a hard battle. However the
loudspeaker fought back in the
midrange unit and won on points. Blessed
with tonal sonority and a wonderfully
seamless transition to the woofer, the
HHCM came out winner in the categories of
resolution, precision and transparency.
Even B&W's yellow masterpiece could not
hold a candle to the HHCM: it sounded
slightly lumpy which was enough to make it
seem heavier and less resolving of the
musical texture. How on earch Dynaudio
manages to achieve
such a wonderfully,
airy and uninhibited
sound reproduction
despite the absence
of a specific mid-
range design will
remain the Danes’
secret.

Instead of the provided
spikes or glider pads
(right) we recommend
Audio Physic’s new
VCF high-end feet.
With 200 Euro for 8
VCF, they are worth
every cent of their price.

However even the Contour had to step
back in line when the Virgo turned on its
charm sounding smooth, sweet and
colourful. The S 3.4’s style is more sober,
a bit stiff and less diverse — this was
especially noticeably when we were
listening to Christy Baron’s voice.

The differentiated and punchy bass of the
Virgo, bred for speed and precision,
proved a better match as well as the
provided HHCT. Believe it or not, the high-
frequency wizard is just perfectly married
to the graceful stoutness of the midrange
driver. The result of the marriage is an
absolutely seamless blend of razor-sharp
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“Vibration Control Feet”, courtesy of Audio
Physic, to the 0.3” (8 mm) sockets of the
solid aluminium feet. The new VCF do not
come with the Virgo, however they present
a great alternative to spikes or rubber
tipped pads, where the latter should only
be used to move the loudspeaker around.
With approx. 200 Euro for 8 VCF, they are
worth every cent of their price and should
definitely be purchased with the Virgo. The
special material used for the Vibration
Control Feet is based on the tried and
tested SSC technology where all vibrations
are translated into pull energy. With the
delivered spikes, the advantages of HHCT
and HHCM could still be enjoyed, however
the spectrum was more focused around
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the cabinet of the loudspeaker
instead of unfolding in the room. In
fact the highs which before were
nothing short of fascinating, as soft
as whipped cream at the highest
resolution, lost some of their
velvety smoothness and became
all of a sudden a bit rougher. Tiny
spikes and edges appeared which
had not been there before. And it
did not make a difference whether
the loud-speakers were placed on
a softer or harder floor. Hence our
suggestion to Audio Physic: Why
not make the Virgo a bit more

expensive and include the VCF in the delivery.
Then everyone will be sure to understand what
“no loss of fine detail” exactly means.

After all, customers are not asked whether or
not they would like to have the Perfect Sound
Chip which is attached to the rear of the HHCM.
Yes, you heard right. Audio Physic has
introduced a mysterious chip which has had us
all buzzing at STEREO, and which creates an
astonishing effect on fuse boxes and
equipment. Just like many of our readers, chief
designer Diestertich did some tests on the chip
and was so impressed with the results that he
instantly made up his mind to also introduce chip
tuning to loudspeakers. Now a customised
version tailored to loudspeakers is about to be
implemented

Whatever your opinion on this matter is, be
assured that this guy will never act against his
own conviction. Apart from such seemingly
bizarre ideas, many of Audio Physic’'s physical
achievements are present in abundance in the
new loudspeaker

such as the walls of

the HHCM chamber

created to serve

like a diffuser. The

Virgo is the star of

the successful loud-

speaker quartet

capable of magically

whisking the listeners

off to a world of

sound instead of just

leaving them under

the rule of the

midrange kingdom.

Single wiring with WBT
NextGen plugs avoids
the loss of sound due to
amultipole terminal. Bi-
wiring is available

on request.

AUDIO PHYSIC VIRGO V—

Dimensions: 39" (990mm) H by
9" (230mm) W by 16" (400mm) D
Guarantee: 10 years

Distribution: Audio Physic,
Telephone.: +49 (0) 2961 - 96170
www.audiophysic.de

Thanks to the double basket design of
the midrange driver, the new Virgo
creates an awesome multi-faceted and
homogeneous sound where one can
experience the unfolding of an incredibly
realistic soundstage, seeming to have an almost
holographic quality to it. The legend continues
with the new Virgo elevating the success model
to levels previously unattained. Even the highly
accomplished third incarnation of the loud-
speaker did not have such an explosive effect.

LABORATORY

Frequency Response / Impedance

STEP RESPONSE

“There is more to the loudspeaker than
what can be seen from the diagram" says
STEREO’s measuring technician Rolf
Hahle when it comes to the woofer output.
Due to the woofers arrayed in the sides of
the cabinet, the positioning well away from
the side walls of our measuring room and
the short time window where reflections
are mostly suppressed, a part of the
energy is not shown in the graph.
However the clear impedance trace at
25 Hz during the uncritical impedance
response shows the sheer verve of the
loudspeaker. Apart from a dip at 2 kHz,
the result was very linear, offering
excellent dispersion characteristics

(dashed line) and a precise step response
with no noticeable resonances.
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