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3 A3 Floorstanding loudspeakers in the price range of 2000
Euro are built by many large and small manufacturers.

The question is, which of them sound really good?

We tested ten candidates to get the answer

Test Review: Wolfram Eifert, Photos: Julian Bauer
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Test & Technology | Loudspeaker

Dear Reader,

Please note that the text passages

in English are marked in yellow.

|n terms of budgetary
choices, with prices ranging
from 1600 to 2400 Euro per
pair, our test loudspeakers
were relatively homogeneous.
With regards to size, sound
performance and  design,
however, the loudspeakers
which indeed belong to a
higher segment of the market
were far from uniform.

Let us take a look at the
new Yara Il Superior by Audio
Physic as the perfect example.
The 1 meter high floorstander
with its stunning slender
column, courtesy of the side-
firing woofers, is one of ten
loudspeakers that was tested
extensively, published on the
following pages.

The Yara Superior is
available in real wood veneer
and brushed aluminium and
has a different coloured
bottom plate ensuring the
stable positioning of the loud-
speaker as well as achieving a

Bottom plate specially
designed for decoupling

better decoupling from the
floor. Spikes and feet of all
kind, see photo above, can be
screwed into the inserts
provided.

The two 7" woofers on the
left and right side of the
cabinet, covered by oval-
shaped grille cloths, are fitted
with extremely rigid aluminium
diaphragms where the magnets
are designed to support each
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Audio Physic
Yara Il Superior

stereoplay | Profile

The visual appearance
of the Yara is straight-
forward and yet not
mainstream. The loud-
speaker shows the
highest degree of
mature, clear and clean
sound, radiating delight
in playing without ever
becoming tiring on the
ears. A must buy!

other. Due to a mechanical
180 degree offset, the
reciprocal movements cancel
each other out, taking some
stress off the stable cabinet
which therefore takes up and
relieves  substantially less
energy.

A new cone midrange
driver, designed according to
purely audiophile aspects,
delivers the mids whereas a
traditional soft dome tweeter
takes care of the higher
frequencies. All frequencies
are routed to the drivers by a
crossover network featuring a
sound-sensitive but not
excessively complex design.

The bass reflex port
opening is between
cabinet and bottom
plate. This floor-level
design delivers more
deep bass without
loading the drivers.

The Yara Superior knows how
to play to the gallery from the
very start and delighted us

with its spirit of great
openness, not harsh or brittle,
and never booming. The

loudspeaker took acoustic all
time favourites such as “Light
My Fire” delivered by vocalist

The woofers are mounted in
the sides of the cabinet. The
VCF M8 vibration control feet
(99 Euro for four pieces) are
ideal for delicate floors.

Constanze Friend (“Covered”
album, inakustik) quite
literally, turning it into a highly
sophisticated and rich, multi-
layered sound collage. Full of

temperament, the Yara
Superior was one of our
favourites for the cross-

check on page 24.

Canton
Vento 870 DC

stereoplay | profil
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Elac
FS 247

stereoplay | Profil

Das recht komplexe Netzwerk
belegt zwei Platinen und sitzt
direkt hinter dem Terminal.

Technically speaking there
were hardly any similarities
between the Vento 870 and
the Yara Superior and yet
both loudspeakers took a very
similar approach to repro-
ducing sound in a correct and
joyful way. Tonal colours and
timbres were nearly the same
with the Canton sounding a bit
more full-bodied and warmer
whereas the Audio Physic
was able to achieve a more
extended and dynamic pre-
sentation as well as sounding
faster and more laid back in
the lower midrange. The question
as to which loudspeaker was
to make the race was not
decided until the very end.
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Focal
Chorus 826 V

stereoplay | Profil

Jamo
C 807
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KEF
XQ 30
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Klipsch
RF 63

stereoplay | Profil

Quadral
Platinum Ultra 9

stereoplay | profil
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T+A Criterion
TS 350
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Triangle
Antal EX

stereoplay | Profil

RESUME

Wolfram Eifert
Test & Technology

After
loudspeaker testing it can
be observed that bad loud-

three decades of

speakers are no longer
being produced by any of the
established manufacturers.
However it can also be
observed that the sound
characteristics are still far
from being similar.

What is then the loud-
speaker of choice? The
extremely powerful Klipsch
for real men. The KEF for
audiophiles with a passion
for utmost elegance.
Canton, Elac, Focal and
Quadral for mature, all-round
performance. All  things
considered, the Yara |l
Superior manufactured by
Audio Physic was the best
sounding of all.

stereoplay | The Final Comparison

It is the overall impression that is key

Our test group including the
Who's Who in loudspeaker
design was characterised by
enormous  differences in
terms of sound reproduction.
The Klipsch and KEF barely
had anything in common. The
Klipsch charged along at full
tilt, filling the entire room and
delivering a powerful punch
even at mid volume whereas
the KEF had incomparably
more subtlety and devotion
when the volume was kept at
moderate levels. The stark
contrast between the two
became evident when the
sound points were differently

stereoplay 6/2008

awarded (see tables at the
end of the test review) as well
as in the “value” rating where
the KEF was able to draw on
the advantages of a first-
class design.

Even loudspeakers sharing
similar design characteristics
showed unexpected differences.
The presentation of the T+A
was quite pleasant, velvety
and relaxed, whereas the
Canton despite its similar
tonal balance  sounded
quicker and more immediate.
There were very clear parallels
between Jamo and Triangle
where both loudspeakers tended

to  deliver  matter-of-fact,
neutral sound with no room for
fancy extras. The Jamo had
milder dynamics and a darker
tonality; the Triangle was
strikingly clear demonstrating
an almost brash confidence.
The Elac and Focal proved
to be extremely well-balanced
and capable all-rounders. The
latter would be a great choice
for parties as it handled more
upbeat tempos with greater
ease whereas the Elac turned
out more devoted, in an
audiophile sense, offering a
more  dimensional  sound
image. The Quadral seemed

like a perfect blend of several
models: the loudspeaker
delivered punch and power like
the Klipsch and competed with
the KEF in delivering fine
dynamics, making for a well-
balanced sound also achieved
by the Canton. However Audio
Physic was upping the ante
and it succeeded in doing what
others do, but only better. The
Yara Superior offered the most
articulate sound, providing the
most precise bass foundation.
The loudspeaker was least
likely to add its own sound and
most capable of reproducing
music the way it should sound.
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Audio Physic Yara Il Sup.
2000 Euro (manufacturer information)
Distribution: Audio Physic, Brilon/Germ.
Telephone: +49 (0) 2961 - 96170
www.audiophysic.de

Check website for distributors abroad
Dimensions: W: 7.5" H: 39.4* x D 15.4*
Weight: 19 kg

Positioning: free standing, distance to
listening position from 2.5m, for normal
furnished rooms up to approx. 40m2___

Frequency Response & Impedance
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Very well-balanced response, showing
only atiny peak at 1 kHz and extending
over a wide frequency range; minimum
impedance 3.5 Q
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Eanton Vento 870 DC

1800 Euro (Herstellerangabe)
Vertrieb: Canton, Weilrod-Niederlauken
Telefon: 06083/2870
www.canton.de
Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
MaBe: B:22 x H:99 x T:31,5 cm

Aufstellungstipp: freistehend,
dampfte Raume bis etwa 40 m?2
Frequenzgang & Impedanzverlauf

Canton Vento 870 DC

Frequenzgang

8
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Leichte Mittenbetonung, sonst sehr
ausgewogen, guter Wirkungsgrad;
Impedanzminimum 3 Q

Level & Distortion Response 85-100dB SPL

Audio Physik Yara 11 Superior Pegel- & Kiirrveraut
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Very small distortion, more pronounced
around 100 Hz, no compression

Pegel- & Klirrverlauf 85 - 100dB SPL

Canton Vento 870 DC Pegel & Kiinverlaut
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Geringe, in den Mitten sehr geringe
Verzerrungen; kaum Kompression

PTac 1o 247
2000 Euro (Herstellerangabe)
Vertrieb: Elac, Kiel

Telefon: 0431/647740
www.elac.de

Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
MalRe: B:22 x H:99,3 x T:32 cm
Gewicht: 16 Kilogramm

Horabstand ab 2,5 m, normal be-
dampfte Raume bis etwa 35 m?
Frequenzgang & Impedanzverlauf

Elac FS 247 Frequenzgang
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Minimal bassbetont, sonst sehr aus-
gewogen mit groRem Ubertragungs-
bereich; Impedanzminimum 3,2 Q

Pegel- & KIirrverlauf 85 - 100dB SP
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Recht wenig Klirr, auBBer im Présenz-
bereich und am untern Frequenzlimit

Foca| Ehorus 826V

1600 Euro (Herstellerangabe)

Vertrieb: Sintron, Iffezheim

Telefon: 07229/182998
www.focal.tm.fr
www.sintron-audio.de
Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
MaRe: B:28,Z2 x H:103,8 x I:37,5 cm
Gewicht: 25,8 Kilogramm

Horabstand ab 2,5 m, normal be-
dampfte Raume bis etwa 40 m?2
Frequenzgang & Impedanzverlauf

Focal Chorus 826 V

wenzgang
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Recht ausgewogen mit leichter Bass-
und Brillanzbetonung; schmales Im-
pedanzminimum von 2,7Q bei 116Hz
Pegel- & KlirrverTauf 85 - 100dB SPL

Focal Chorus 826 V Pegel-& Kiinverlaut
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Geringe Verzerrungen, besonders im
Grundton und den unteren Mitten

stereoplay Power Profile |
80 22w
60 29W.
40 44w
30 44w
20 -
0 20w 100w 500w 1000w

stereoplay Bedarfsprofil
80 low
60 13w
40 20W.
30 26W.
20 -
0 20w 100w 500w 1000w

stereoplay Bedarfsprofil
80 15w
60 20W.
40 30w
30 30w
20 -
0 20w 100w 500w 1000w

stereoplay Bedarfsprofil
80 14w
60 18W.
40 21w,
30 36W.
20 -
0 20w 100w 500w 1000w

Requires amplifiers supplying 44 W into
4 Ohm for HiFi performance levels
‘Lower crossover frequ. -3/-6dB 47/37 Hz
Maximum level 101 dB

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstarker ab 26 Watt an 3 Ohm

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab 30 Watt an 4 Ohm

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab 36 Watt an 3 Ohm

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 51742 Hz
Maximallautstarke 106 dB

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 42739 Hz
Maximallautst. >39/45Hz 100/105 dB

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 47739 Hz
Maximallautstéarke 102 dB

Bewertung

Bewertung

Bewertung
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Sound 55
]
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Measurements 8
7 1 1 1 1 1 ] |
Practice 5
7 1 1 1 |
Value 7
1 1 1 1 1 1 |

Exquisitely shaped floorstanding loud-
speaker with side-firing woofers in push-
push configuration. Has clarity in spades
and an awesome tonal purity, articulate

and attractively lively. Test winner!
stereoplay Test Result

Sound

Top Class 55
Overall Result

good - excellent 75

Price/Performance outstanding

www.stereoplay.de

Klang

I
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 8
1 1 1 1 1 1 ||

Praxis 5
1 1 1 1 |

Wertigkeit 7
1 1 1 1 1 |

Zeitlos-gediegene Standbox mit
Hochpassfilter im Bass und noblem
Schichtholzgehause. Klingt fein und
sehr stimmig, beherrscht alle Stile.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 54
Gesamturteh———
gut - sehr gut

74

Preis/Leistuna iberraacend

Klang

T T 11111 ]
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 8
1 1 1 1 1 1 | |

Praxis 5
7 1 1 I |

Wertigkeit 7
1 1 1 1 1 1 |

Edle Standbox mit JET-Hochténer
und neuen Sandwichmembranen.
Ein Ausbund an Plastizitat und
Charme fir eher kleine Raume.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 53
Gesamturteh————
gut - sehr gut

73

Preis/Leistuna aut - sehr aut

Klang

I
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 8
1 1 1 1 1 1 ||

Praxis 5
1 1 1 1 |

Wertigkeit 7
1 1 1 1 1 |

Formal eigensténdige Standbox
mit inverser Hochtonkalotte und
Doppelbass. Kraftvoll-kontrollierter
Charakter, auch laut sehr souveran.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 52
Gesamturteh———
gut - sehr gut

72

Preis/Leistuna sehr aut
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jamo 5 807

1800 Euro (Herstellerangabe)

Vertrieb: Jamo, Liinen

Telefon: 0231/878004-10
www.jamo.de

www.betaaudio.de
Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
MaRe: B:24,2 x H:100,7 X T:40,6 cm
Gewicht: 28,3 Kilogramm

Horabstand ab 2,5 m, normal be-
dampfte Raume bis etwa 40 m?2
Frequenzgang & Impedanzverlauf

Jamo ¢ 807 Frequenzgang
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Kleine Senke um 400 Hz, sonst sehr
ausgewogen mit tief reichendem
Bass; Impedanzminimum 2,9 Q

Pegel- & KIirrverlauf 85 - 100dB SPI
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Geringer, erst um 30 Hz steil anstei-
gender Kilirr; kaum Kompression

30
2400 Euro (Herstellerangabe)

Vertrieb: GP Acoustics

Telefon: 0231/9860320
www.kef-audio.de
www.gp-acoustics.de
Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
MalRe: B:I9 x H:86 X T:24,7 cm
Gewicht: 14,8 Kilogramm

wandnah, Horabstand ab 2 m, normal
bedampfte Raume bis etwa 30 m?

KEF xQ30

Recht ausgewogen mit leicht abge-
senktem, aber tief reichenden Bass;
Impedanzminimum 3,2 Ohm

Pegel- & Klirrverlauf 85 - 100dB SPL

KEF xQ30

Pegel- & Kiirrveraut

| e =

<
ANRYAYI]
2
G
S
)

N AN
i, 2 NEVAN A H

AWA NN
v IV N RAM ACN 4

Oberhalb 90 dB SPL (griin) steigen
Klirr und Kompression stark an

thscH RF 63

2200 Euro (Herstellerangabe)
Vertrieb: Osiris Audio AG, Llinen
Telefon: 0231/87800400
www.klipsch.com
www.osiris-audio.de
Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
Gewicht: 36,8 Kilogramm

Horabstand ab 3 m, normal be-
dampfte Raume bis etwa 50 m?2
Frequenzgang & Impedanzverlauf

Guaaral Platinum Ultra 9

2000 Euro (Herstellerangabe)
Vertrieb: Quadral, Hannover
Telefon: 0511/79040
www.quadral.com

Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
Gewicht: 26 Kilogramm

Horabstand ab 2,5 m, normal be-
dampfte Raume bis etwa 45 m?2
Frequenzgang & Impedanzverlauf

Kiipsch RF-63 Fre

nzgang

-

Schwankender, im Mittel noch aus-
gewogener Verlauf, hoher Wirkungs-
grad; Impedanzminimum 3,3 Q

Pegel- & Klirrverlauf 85 - 100dB SP]
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Sehr geringer Kilirr, besonders in den
Mitten; keine Kompression

Quadral Platinum Ulia o

Frequenzgang
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Sehr ausgewogen mit tadellosem
Abstrahlverhalten, guter Wirkungs-
grad; Impedanzminimum 3,4 Ohm

Pegel- & KIirrverlauf 85 - 100dB SPI
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Geringer Klirr, besonders im Grund-
tonbereich; keine Kompression

stereoplay Bedarfsprofil
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stereoplay Bedarfsprofil
80 22w
60 29W.
40 44w
30 44w
20 -
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stereoplay Bedarfsprofil

8 4,
60
40
30
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2222
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stereoplay Bedarfsprofil
80 10w
60 13w
40 20W.
30 20W.
20 -
0 20w 100w 500w 1000w

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab 56 Watt an 3 Ohm

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab 44 Watt an 4 Ohm

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab nur 9 Watt an 4 Ohm

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab 20 Watt an 4 Ohm

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 28726 Hz
Maximallautstéarke 105 dB

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 40735 Hz
Maximallautstéarke 93 dB

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 91/36 Hz
Maximallautstéarke 114 dB

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 40736 Hz
Maximallautstarke 107 dB

Bewertung

Bewertung

Bewertung

Bewertung
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Klang

T T 11 T
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 8
1 1 1 1 1 1 | |

Praxis 4
1| 1 |

Wertigkeit 6
1 1 1 1 1 |

Optisch unspektakulare Standbox
mit Zweieinhalbwege-Bestiickung.
Klingt eher soft als sehnig, macht

GenieBer glicklicher als Analytiker.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 51
Gesamturteh————
gut
69

Preis/Leistuna aut - sehr aut
stereoplay 6/2008

Klang

I
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 6
1 1 1 1 1 |

Praxis 5
1 1 1 1 |

Wertigkeit 9

Grazile, edel verarbeitete Standbox
mit Punktstrahler. Stof3t bei grober
Kost leicht an ihre Grenzen, sonst
absolut transparent und raumlich.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 53
Gesamturteh———
gut - sehr gut

73

Preis/Leistuna sehr aut

Klang

T T 11111 ]
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 7
1 1 1 1 1 1 |

Praxis 4
1 1 1 |

Wertigkeit 6
1 1 1 1 ] |

GroRvolumige, kantige Standbox
mit Dreifachbass und Hochtonhorn.
Animiert zum Lauthoren, verkraftet
mihelos gewaltige Pegel. Spa

stereoplay

Klang
Spitzenklasse 53

Gesamturteil
gut - sehr gut

Klang

I
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 8
1 1 1 1 1 1 ||

Praxis 4
1 1 1 |

Wertigkeit 6
1 1 1 1 1 |

GroRvolumige, routiniert gestaltete
Standbox mit Doppelbass und
besten Messwerten. Beherrscht alle
Musikstile, der perfekte Allrounder.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 54
Gesamturteh———
gut - sehr gut

72

Preis/Leistuna sehr aut

www.stereoplay.de


http://www.jamo.de
http://www.betaaudio.de
http://www.kef-audio.de
http://www.gp-acoustics.de
http://www.klipsch.com
http://www.osiris-audio.de
http://www.quadral.com

|+K 5r|terion TS 350

2000 Euro (Herstellerangabe)
Vertrieb: T+A Elektroakustik, Herford
Telefon: 05221/76760
www.taelektroakustik.de

Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
Gewicht: 22 Kilogramm

Horabstand ab 2,5 m, normal be-
dampfte Raume bis etwa 35 m?
Frequenzgang & Impedanzverlauf

wa M

Sehr ausgewogen mit minimaler
Zurickhaltung um 2 kHz, groRer
Ubertragungsbereich; Imped. >3,2 Q

riangle Antal EX
1650 Euro (Herstellerangabe)
Vertrieb: Audio Trade, Mulheim
Telefon: 0208/882660
www.triangle-fr.com
www.audiotra.de
Auslandsvertretungen siehe Internet
Gewicht: 22,5 Kilogramm

wandnah, Horabstand ab 2,5 m, nor-
mal bedampfte Raume bis etwa 40 m?

AN AN
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Leicht schwankender, im Mittel
jedoch noch ausgewogener Verlauf;
Impedanzminimum 3,2 Ohm

SV 1NN\

In den Mitten sehr geringer Klirr;
minimale Kompression unter 80 Hz

€ge Irrveriau Pegel- & Klirrverlauf 85 - 100dB SPL
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Mittelhoher, um 200 Hz sehr geringer
Klirr; unter 100 Hz leichte Kompression

stereoplay Bedarfsprofil stereoplay Bedarfsprofil
80 24W 80 16W.
60 32w 60 22w
40 48W 40 32w
30 - 30 32w
20 20 -
0 20w 100w 500w 1000w 0 20w 100w 500w 1000w

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab 48 Watt an 4 Ohm

Bendtigt fur HiFi-gerechte Lautstarke
Verstérker ab 32 Watt an 4 Ohm

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 51747 Hz
Maximallautstéarke 102 dB

Untere Grenzfreq. -3/-6dB 54744 Hz
Maximallautstarke 104 dB

Bewertung

Bewertung
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Klang

T T 11 T
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 8
1 1 1 1 1 1 ||

Praxis 5
7 1 1 1 |

Wertigkeit 8
1 1 1 1 1 1 ||

Formschone, gediegen verarbeitete
Standbox mit Transmissionline-Bass.
Klingt unaufgeregt und vollmundig,
untenrum eher fullig als asketisch.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 52
Gesamturteh———
gut - sehr gut 73

Klang

T T 11T T ]
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
Messwerte 7
1 1 1 1 1 I |

Praxis 5
1 1 1 1 |

Wertigkeit 6
1 1 1 1 1 |

Hoch aufragende, aufféllig gestylte
Standbox mit Doppelbass und Horn-
hochténer. Trockener und ehrlicher
Klang, bisweilen etwas kantig.

stereoplay Testurtel

Spitzenklasse 51
Gesamturteh———
gut
69
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